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Secio-Economic Challenges of Covid-19 Pandemme in Sri Lanka
-Special reference to human wellbeing-
Fareena Fozaik”

Mubassara Begum®
"Department of Geoeraphy, University of Colombo
“Independent Researcher, fareenagizeo cmb ac. kk

5ri Lamka's first confinmed COWVID-19 padent was identified on the 11% of March 3020; after the
Wuhan cuftweak in Decemmber 3010, 5o Lankan health anthaonty bad a great challense since it
doesn’t have an effectve medirine and 21 4 pollion people of the commiry sheuld be protected:
minimizing health impacts and socic-economic losses. 51 Lankan Government has taken every
step to manage thess confmdictory situations at a middle point with the suppart of security forces
and health secior professionals, extendme vanions preventve and managsment siTaiegies, umdsr
e provision of guaranfine and prevention of diseases law no. 12 of 1952 However, a tofal of
31,375 people were infected with corooanvings and 23,304 patients have been recovered, and 147
were dead as of 1911 2000 (Eptdemialegy Unit. 2020). The oljeciove of this stady is ie idenfify
the socio-econonnc challenses, providine mwars wughmge on hman wellbeing during this
Covid-19 outhreak The quantitative and qualitative secondary data were predomimanthy wsed.
erdrading fom scholarly ressanch articles and poblished and mopoblished data smurces of health
mithonty as of 31.10.2020. The collected data have besn sored according to the objectve
correlating with buman wellbeing related ocrurrences. The aralysis was cammied out, following
both quantitative and qualimtive approaches; while applving the authar's viewpoints by
interpredng such daia info mfwmation. The resolt revealed that socko-economically most afected
people are low-ncome samners, daily wages laborers, and bosmess commmmity due to the orfes
mnd locked down sifoabon and import Tade resmictons imposed by the Cemiral Bank of So
Lanka Similarly, the secorify forces, food-line health care warkers, quamrdined peopls, and
patients associated with long medical histerv are at higher risk. Their mental health and buman
wellbeinz are hevond normmal condiions, dos to deep—-:‘e;n‘n‘ad'am:k]uad.. siress, fostraon,
depression. isolation, and gemine psychological fear of being infected by this novel-virs. Apart
from this, te:usrnfhi'mghﬁteanmazai while the nsing of Colombe Consumer Price
Index (OCPL 2013=100) fom 5 7% o Jammary 2030 to §.4°% m September 2020, alizn with
mCTeasing trend prices for e::mta] Ends. A::-:{l'dlnEtnIuIElnmmaJ Credii Rating Appncy
(20209; the economir loss is 4% of GDP. amounting to LER. 735 bilion Tourist amival had
dropped by 63-73%: from Jamary to Octobsr 2020 I]memm&im:&nfﬁi-"ﬂ“&ﬂfﬂmi]iﬁhﬂd
been affected, representing all districts of the Island while 7-10% lost their entire income. 30-
J‘-ﬂmmﬂmmmﬂmﬁm‘ T5-20% of families
expenenced verbal atuse and 7-10% were phvsically abused and 5-7% had sexoal violence Mors
than 95% of higher education instnsions conducied their edncaten over the Intemet (University
of Bnbmma, 3020). The least cost and more effective toel iv mifizaie and mamage the oman
health impacts and sobsequent drawbacks on boman wellbems is fo exiend productive edocaton
md awareness, among the genemal public. Farther, this study recommends to mmplement a
sustainable recovery plan on hupen wellbeing by improving persomal living standards,
mmintining physical and mental health, creating self-emplovment opporhmities, expanding -
Tsiness, and promotns self-afficiency coltivation The outcome aof the stody is mmwch more
helpful in a long-term decision making purpose and prepare a national confinzency plan to face
simdlar situations m the fishme
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