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Characterizationof3ltyrallf growing Lantona camart L.varieties found in Sri f,ror.ri, *""ifr_*.rti. ,[["*u*t
A.I( Dilrukshi and S. M. W. Ranwala*

Department of prant sciences, (lniverstty of corombo, corombo 03.

Abstract

Lontana camara L' (Family verbenaceae) was introduced to Sri Lanka in r,26to attract
butterflies in sugarcane plantations ir^,r. ,ortrr;;;ffi; rt ur.o*. *"ii.roiri.rrro throughout the country over thcyeutt *? rli*ately reachia ,rr.lnru.ive status. tr, #*"uy growingvarieties of L' carnaral;i';,9*' tffi"o ln s.i iunr.u: il.y are varieties camara, sprendens,aculeata' mista' varia 

.and alba' In irriu.*ort *o.pno,,.t i., *u, used to characterize these
varieties' A total of thirty 

";. iir"."r ,lro ,"g"tutiuJj'1i*urt.., of known L. comaravarieties(except varia) were ou**"J uJi'*i*n-*iEr-."ri.l,.a'frJ,,, 
nu*rary growing poputations in

different geographical locations ;; i;i rantia. a 
-r"ol 

"i qru ,p."-iri.n, wEre studied and
voucher specimens w:re prepared from each coilection-and aeposited at tt. u..o*ium at

.idiffi :i,J:#ffi lru;;r*ru*mib::;o;,.:,-"crerswere.oa.ausingvarietywhile qualitative c-haracters were ulso giu"n either oir".y 
". t;fi:[Hfi*Ji":llg;l*tlanaivsis was performeo wittr pio"rif,'v+.0,^rlr ril.Jol'a'arrr rr"i.i.'il *""r, differences,similarities or relationshipt un'Jng"rni,.* varieties in a oena.oq*m. A scaner prot was arso

produced bv princio.re.corpon.riar"rl;1i,o 
ia.rri#*, o"yoirgs. Neither the dendrogram

iiif;ffi r:,,*:t*:i;ljtnn[*";y,"::#:.;:::-:yil;;i";;.,,.r,u,a-.,ei,
yi::1":i*:5:IoT,f,ffi Hfl ;:"ffitrentana,vsis,d;':':i!i'",1"?'f#'J:,Jh',ii::i
rruit,. numbr, 

"or 
no,"t i1 ir," i"n"."-*.#: ;f,Hf i;#X-ff Tfi,f::X*fim: rXand. the presence of prickles;;;;;;iralr .rr.r.i#ri# were highry variabre in L. camaravarletres' characters such as teuf shapelio^1,1ir,*.,.bu.. ,yrT"try, shape of petiore, airs on

Ieaf and stem, bracrers shape, ,il#;;; sramens and the do.f;],-.rr*etry were did not varyamong the varieties' Morphom"ni"ui ipp.ou.t, *u, *t suificient to characte rize naturarygrowing L" camara varieties in ;;;;JIi" *fil., ur.J,pro.,ria", .uio"n.". for its high
hybridization potential 

"id fi;;;ic"iiasti.iry H;;;; u*,i-ot".utu, approach isluggested forturther investigations to characr..#""*rLrily sr"*-;;-;.;;;;rvarieties in sri Lanka.
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